The role of advocacy in implementing the South African abortion law.
In order to translate the abortion law in South Africa into services that ensure equity of access and women's right to control their bodies, interventions are needed to change judgemental views on abortion. This paper describes formative research conducted in the Northern Cape Province among 436 community members, 29 women seeking an abortion and 80 health service providers, to develop appropriate interventions to these ends. Based on the findings, two interventions were developed. These interventions appeared to substantially influence personal views by getting people to make a connection between the need for abortion services and the circumstances in which unwanted pregnancies occur. There was a shift towards greater support for women's right to choose in relation to abortion among women community members, though not among men, who resisted this right for married women. Amongst providers (almost all women) there was an increase in willingness to support service provision and to support staff working in abortion services. These tools could be used in sexuality education in schools and in nurse-midwifery/medical training, to complement current advocacy initiatives taking place at policy and programme levels in South Africa, to help to reduce the public health problem of unsafe abortion.